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Yom Kippur is the holiest of days in Judaism. It 
falls 10 days after the holiday which is now 
called Rosh HaShanah (Head of the Year - New 
Year). The name "Rosh Hashanah is not used 
in the Bible, rather the day is referred to as Yom 
Ha-Zikkaron meaning the "Day of 
Remembrance" or Yom Teruah meaning the 
"Day of Sounding the Shofar". (Lev. 23:24-25 


These ten days between Rosh HaShanah and Yom Kippur are days of reflection. They 
are aMoadim - Appointed time that God gives for review of one's life, and a somber 
realization of how I personally have fallen short of the glory of God. (Romans 3:23) It is 
important during this time of somber reflection to understand how deficient we are apart 
from God and how dependent we are upon Him to be what He desires for us each to be 
while we are on our sojourn on earth. 


PY On Yom Kippur, this holiest day of the year, God 
y commanded that blood sacrifices be made, and the High 
Priest would then go alone into that innermost place of 
the Temple, the Holy of Holies, and there the priest 
would sprinkle the blood on the Mercy Seat on the Ark of 
the Covenant itself. The high priest went through a ritual 
¿ of atonement first for himself, then for his family, and 

> then the sins of the entire nation of Israel. Kippur 
literally means "covering". This was God's instruction on how to cleanse sin with the 
ritual covering of a blood of sacrifice. 


The horrific reality of a blood sacrifice was required so that humans could understand to 
some degree how costly and horrific our sinful acts are to a holy and perfect God. It is 
logical that the killing of an innocent animal was to some degree a traumatic act causing 
the viewer a certain amount of horror and disgust. This act impressed on the minds of 
the penitent just how disruptive our sins are in the divine order of things. The Biblical 
account of Yom Kippur is found in Leviticus Chapter 16. 

29 “This shall be a permanent statute for you: in the seventh month, on the tenth day of the 
month, you shall humble your souls and not do any work, whether the native, or the alien 
who sojourns among you; Y for it is on this day that ‘atonement shall be made for you 

to cleanse you; you will be clean from all your sins before the Lord. * It is to be a sabbath of 
solemn rest for you, that you may humble your souls; it is a permanent statute. 


So, let's talk for a while about sin. 


First, sin existed in the universe before Adam and Eve were ever 
created. Isaiah gives us the interesting account of when the glorious 
beautiful Lucifer was transformed into the diabolical chief demon we 
know as Satan. Isaiah tells us, 


“How you are fallen from heaven, O Lucifer,» son of the morning! How you 
are cut down to the ground, You who weakened the nations! * For you have 
said in your heart: ‘I will ascend into heaven, I will exalt my throne above the 


stars of God; I will also sit on the mount of the congregation On the farthest 
sides of the north; “I will ascend above the heights of the clouds, I will be like the Most High.’ 
Yet you shall be brought down to Sheol, To the lowest depths of the Pit. (Isaiah 14) 


This same Satan came in the form of a serpent! and 
we see him in the Garden of Eden after the creation 
of Adam and Eve. He approaches Eve and Genesis 
Chapter 3 gives us the chance to listen in on the 
conversation. 


2 And the woman said to the serpent, “We may eat the 
fruit of the trees of the garden; *but of the fruit of the tree 
which isin the midst of the garden, God has said, "You 


shall not eat it, nor shall you touch it, lest you die.” ‘Then the serpent said to the woman, “You 
will not surely die. *For God knows that in the day you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you 
will be like God, knowing good and evil.” 


What he offers her is not sinful fruit, but rather the enticing opportunity to take the fruit 
to rebel against God and to "be like God". Sin always involves rebellion. Sin is thoughts, 
words, or deeds that go against God's authority and that break His laws. 


1 The text does not say that it was Satan but Christians have Revelation 20:2 to explain who 
the old serpent is. 


This propensity to rebel is in our spiritual DNA. It is imbedded in each of us as humans. 
The Apostle Paul explains in his letter to the Roman church (chapter 5:12) that "through 
Adam sin entered the world, and so death was passed on to all men because the "wages of 
sin are in [fact]? death." (Romans 6:23) So sin entered and it is within each of us. It 
doesn't make us "bad"; it provides the opportunity for us to act bad. There is a longing 
within each of us to have our own way. It is the polar opposite of being submitted to the 
peaceful sovereignty of God. It is important for all reading this or hearing this to 
understand that there is no sin that can separate us from the love of God when we are His 
children. God may be disappointed in you. He may chasten you. He may correct you, 
but you can never cease to be His child once you've put our faith and trust in Jesus as 
your Savior. Baptists call that principle "Once saved always saved." 


The Apostle Paul explains the frustration we feel when 
I DO NOT wHAT | po we can't seem to do what we should and to not do what 
UNDERSTAND *M we shouldn't do. He says, " For what I am doing, I do 
FOR WHAT I do not understand. For what I will to do, that I do not 
| WANT TO DO not do, practice; but what I hate, that I do." (Romans 7:15) He 
BUT WHAT | DO reaches his conclusion when he says, "?*O wretched man 
I HATE ° @ that lam! Who will deliver me from this body of 
death? 251 thank God—through Jesus Christ our Lord! So 
then, with the mind I myself serve the law of God, but with the flesh the law of sin. 


Romans 7:45 


The bottom line is that our own sinful nature takes over by default when we do not 
submit ourselves to the direction and control of the Holy Spirit of God. It is sometimes 
referred to as "feeding the bad dog" within us. James, the brother of Jesus, who was later 
pastor of the church in Jerusalem reminds us that sin comes up from within us. ""Let no 
one say when he is tempted, “I am tempted by God”; for God cannot be tempted by evil, nor does 
He Himself tempt anyone. "But each one is tempted when he is drawn away by his own desires 
and enticed." (James 1) 


So, 1s there a progression of sin that exists so that we might resist temptation and do the 
right thing? I think so. I think we must remember that even when we sin God loves us 
and desires His best for us. Remember that the shepherd King David fell into the worst 
sins imaginable, and yet God said of him, "But now your kingdom [Saul] shall not continue. 
The Lord has sought for Himself a man [David] after His own heart." (1 Samuel 13:14) 3 


Let's look at David's fall, and see what we can learn from it. 


11 Then it happened in the spring, at the time when 
kings go out to battle, that David sent Joab and his 
servants with him and all Israel, and they destroyed 
the sons of Ammon and besieged Rabbah. But 
David stayed at Jerusalem. 


‘phasis 


m of the excerpted text 


2 Now when evening came David arose from his bed and walked around on the roof of 
the king’s house, and from the roof he saw a woman bathing; and the woman was very 
beautiful in appearance. $ So David sent and inquired about the woman. And one said, “Is 
this not Bathsheba, the daughter of Eliam, the wife of Uriah the Hittite?” *David sent 
messengers and took her, and when she came to him, he lay with her; and when she had 
purified herself from her uncleanness, she returned to her house. 5 The woman conceived; 
and she sent and told David, and said, “I am pregnant.” 


So, how did this happen? First, I think David was not doing what he was supposed to be 
doing. The text tells us that at the time that "kings go off to battle" David was hanging 
around the house. I think an application for us is that we should each try to seek God's 
will to be doing whatever it is that we're supposed to be doing. The first step in falling 
into sin is often just by being where you're not supposed to be. 


Secondly, David wasn't being industrious. We've all heard the old proverb that "Idleness 
is the Devil's workshop." David was lounging around in the bed late in the afternoon. 
Verse two tells us that "when evening came David arose from his bed and walked around 
on his roof." He wasn't reviewing kingdom business, he was out wandering around. The 
text doesn't tell us whether he had been out there before but this probably wasn't the first 
time that he had caught a glimpse of the beautiful woman who was bathing down across 
the valley. David's mind then yielded to the lusts of the flesh that are imbedded in the 
heart of every man. First he was idle. Then lustful thought began to fill his mind. Then 
the thoughts turned into words as he sent his men and "inquired about the woman". The 
simple step from talking about it became the act of doing it and he either seduced or 
raped Bathsheba and got her pregnant. The sin had now borne fruit and further reading 
of the text has David setting up Bathsheba's innocent husband to be killed in battle. 
There is a progression to sin. I was impressed as a young man by the truth that thoughts 
become words. Words become deeds. Deeds become habits. Habits become character. 
And then sadly or wonderfully, character becomes the legacy that a person leaves behind. 
The good news is that in spite of David's spectacular descent into sin his legacy survived 
because he had a repentant heart and he submitted his conduct and his character over and 
over to God. David reflected upon his sin and penned the beautiful words of Psalm 51 
when he said: 


51 Have mercy upon me, O God, According to Your lovingkindness; According to the 
multitude of Your tender mercies, Blot out my transgressions. Wash me thoroughly 
from my iniquity, And cleanse me from my sin. 3 For I acknowledge my transgressions, 
And my sin is always before me. 4 Against You, You only, have I sinned, And 

done this evil in Your sight— That You may be found just when You speak, 

And blameless when You judge. ° Behold, I was brought forth in iniquity, 

And in sin my mother conceived me. í Behold, You desire truth in the inward parts, 

And in the hidden part You will make me to know wisdom. 7 Purge me with hyssop, and 
I shall be clean; Wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow. $ Make me hear joy and 
gladness, That the bones You have broken may rejoice. 

2 Hide Your face from my sins, And blot out all my iniquities. 1° Create in me a clean 
heart, O God, And renew a steadfast spirit within me. 1! Do not cast me away from Your 


presence, And do not take Your Holy Spirit from me. '? Restore to me the joy of Your 
salvation, And uphold me by Your generous Spirit. 13 Then 1 will teach transgressors 
Your ways, And sinners shall be converted to You. 


So, back to the theme of the day - these 10 days that started with Rosh Ha Shanah and 
end today with Yom Kippur - what are your reflections on your own situation in life? 


It is said that misery loves company. Well, guess what? You have company as a sinner. 
The Bible says that "all we like sheep have gone astray and we have turned each one to 
his own way, and God has laid on Him the iniquity of us all." (Isaiah 53:6) Isaiah had no 
clue about whom he was writing. He was there with pen and hand writing out a 
Messianic scroll. Isaiah knew about Yom Kippur. He knew what Moses had 
commanded about an innocent lamb being slain and the blood of that lamb being 
sprinkled on the mercy seat by the high priest. But God gave Isaiah a glimpse of the 
ultimate lamb that was slain. I don't know what Isaiah saw in his mind's eye, but he did 
not describe a lamb; he described a man. 


2 For He shall grow up before Him as a tender plant, And as 
a root out of dry ground. 

He has no form or comeliness; And when we see Him, 
There is no beauty that we should desire Him. * He is 
despised and rejected by men, A Man of sorrows and 
acquainted with grief. And we hid, as it were, our faces 


from Him; He was despised, and we did not esteem 

Him. Surely He has borne our griefs And carried our sorrows; Yet we esteemed Him stricken, 
Smitten by God, and afflicted. *But He was wounded for our transgressions, 

He was bruised for our iniquities; The chastisement for our peace wasupon Him, And by His 
stripes we are healed. * All we like sheep have gone astray; We have turned, every one, to his own 
way; And the Lord has laid on Him the iniquity of us all. 


Yes my friend, for you and me this is Yom Kippur; it is the day of Atonement. No longer 
are our sins merely covered, but now they are cleansed. It is the day of your salvation. 
No matter what you have said, no matter what you have thought, no matter what you 
have done, the price of that rebellion and ugliness was paid for on an old rugged cross. If 
you do not know Him today receive Him. If you do know Him today then confess your 
sins to Him. He is faithful and just to forgive you those sins and to cleanse you from all 
unrighteousness. And He does so to the sincere heart, over, and over, and over again. 


Let us Pray 
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